
Open Letter from Civil Society Organisations to the Co-Chairs of the OEWG on 

Ageing 

2 November 2015 

Dear Ambassadors, 

As civil society organisations we have actively participated in and followed with 

interest and concern discussions at the United Nations to better promote and 

strengthen the rights of older persons.  

We commend the efforts of Member States to address this important area of human 

rights, in particular the deliberations of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing 

(OEWG) and the establishment of the Human Rights Council Independent Expert on 

the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. 

As the UN General Assembly Third Committee turns its attention to drafting the 

resolution on the follow up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing at the 70th 

session of the General Assembly, we urge Member States to maintain the focus on 

strengthening the protection of the rights of older persons. Due to unprecedented 

demographic change and the sharp increase in the number of very old persons, it is 

more urgent than ever to tackle ageism and ensure adequate protection to enable 

everyone to enjoy their human rights and live in dignity in old age. 

This resolution is an opportunity for Member States to: 

 Reaffirm the full mandate of the OEWG on Ageing as agreed by the General 

Assembly under previous resolutions. 

 Ensure the completion of the OEWG on Ageing’s task of compiling proposals 

for the main elements of a new legal instrument to be presented to the 

General Assembly. 

 Ensure the continuation of the work of the OEWG on Ageing with a 7th 

session in 2016. 

The undersigned civil society organisations believe that these elements must be 

firmly embedded within the resolution of the 3rd Committee in 2015 to give credibility 

and legitimacy to the constructive discussions that have taken place between 

Member States to date. 

We look forward to the UN’s continued engagement on these urgent human rights 

matters and anticipate that the resolution of the 3rd Committee will reinforce the 

message that the UN is firmly aware of and supportive of protecting the rights of 

older persons, and most importantly is willing to take action. 

For any correspondence regarding this letter, please contact Ken Bluestone from 

Age International at ken.bluestone@ageinternational.org.uk. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Undersigned Civil Society Organisations 

Organisation Name Country Website 

    

    

 


